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all before us. Come now, what shall 1 do for thy
delight? And she ran and shut the door; and then,
taking from a chest rich clothes and splendid jewels,
she began to put them on, saying as she did so :
See ! am I becoming more fit to be thy queen ? And
he watched her, stupefied, like one in a dream, and
all the while she bathed him with intoxicating side
glances shot like arrows from the bow of her arching
brows. And at last, she came slowly towards him,
walking on tiptoe, and attitudinising, placing herself
exactly in the posture in which he had seen her first
among the poppies on the wall, with one hand on her
hip. And she said, lifting her brow, with a smile
that stole his reason: Now, then, the idol is ready
for the devotee. And at that moment the door
opened, and an old Brahman entered through it.
And he said slowly: Abandoned daughter, that hast
forgot thy duty in thy passion for this King's son,
become what thou hast represented, an idol of stone
on the wall of a ruined temple far away; and thou
her guilty lover, fall into another birth, and be
separated from thy guilty love.

And then, Aja heard no more. The world whirled
around him; the blackness of night closed over his
soul; he uttered a terrible cry9 and fell to the ground
in a swoon.